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March 30, 2005 
 
Dear Mayor: 
 
We invite you to join the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement by signing onto the enclosed 
resolution and supporting it at the US Conference of Mayors meeting in June.  We also welcome the 
endorsement of other Mayors, whether or not you are currently a member of the US Conference of 
Mayors. 
 
With less than 5% of the world’s population, the US produces more than 25% of the global greenhouse 
gas emissions, and those emissions are continuing to grow.  We believe that US cities can – and should 
– act to reduce global warming pollution, both in our own municipal operations and in our 
communities.  Many of us are already doing so through programs such as energy conservation, urban 
forest restoration, controlling sprawl and using alternative fuels in our fleets.  Not only are we reducing 
our contributions to global warming pollution, we are investing in more livable cities through cleaner 
air, creation and preservation of open space and urban forests, and reduced energy costs.  
 
On February 16, the Kyoto Treaty, the international agreement to address climate disruption, became 
law for the 141 countries that have ratified it to date.  As you know, the United States is not among 
them.  For 38 of the countries with the most advanced economies, the Treaty sets binding legal 
commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions on average 5.2 percent below 1990 levels.  If the 
United States had ratified the Kyoto Treaty our nation would be required to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions by 7% below 1990 levels by 2012. 
 
Please join us and the other Mayors who are already committed to providing leadership on this nation-
wide, urgent effort.  When we meet together at the June US Conference of Mayors we intend to have 
at least 141 mayors signed up to participate in the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement.  The 
June meeting is an opportunity to promote and expand this effort by passing a resolution that endorses 
the Agreement.  Although there have been climate protection resolutions adopted by the USCM in 
prior years, you will see that we are urging specific actions – the only way we will make real progress 
in reversing the trend toward global warming. 
 
Since Seattle’s Mayor Greg Nickels first announced this initiative on February 16, the interest and 
positive feedback has remained intense, including national news stories.  This is an opportunity to 
build on what is becoming an increasingly bi-partisan issue.  And it is an opportunity to provide real 
leadership to the more than 80% of Americans who think the US should be acting to reduce global 
warming pollution. 
 
Enclosed, please find the draft Resolution, which includes the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection 
Agreement, and a form for your signature.  Also included are contacts for more information; the 
website for the US Mayors Climate Protection Agreement is www.seattle.gov/mayor.  To meet our 
target of having most signatures collected by May 2, we look forward to hearing from you at your 
earliest convenience. 
 



Respectfully,  
 

     
   
Greg Nickels          Peter Clavelle   Rocky Anderson     
Mayor, Seattle, WA   Mayor, Burlington, VT      Mayor, Salt Lake City, UT 
 

        
 
Rosemarie Ives    Gavin Newsom 
Mayor, Redmond, WA   Mayor, San Francisco, CA 
 
 

                        
 
Pam O’Conner    Tom Potter   Mark Ruzzin  
Mayor, Santa Monica, CA  Mayor, Portland, OR  Mayor, Boulder CO 
 
 

 
 
R.T. Rybak 
Mayor, Minneapolis, MN 
 


